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"be able to control the nation at once, and already
many of them acted as if they thought they were
entitled to do so.

Thus Mr. Johnson, fighting Congress on the one
hand? and receiving the support of the South on the p^es8 JOM-
other, drove Congress, which was overwhelmingly 8(m
Republican? to the passing of first one measure and
then another to restrict his power. There being a
solid South on one side that was in accord with the
political party in the North which had sympathized
with the rebellion, it finally, in the judgment of Con-
gress and of the majority of the legislatures of the
States, became necessary to enfranchise the negro,
in all his ignorance. In this work I shall not dis-
cuss the question of how far the policy of Congress
in this particular proved a wise one. It became
an absolute necessity, however, because of the fool-
hardiness of the President and the blindness of the
Southern people to their own interest. As to ray-
self, while strongly favoring the course that would
be the least humiliating to the people who had been
in rebellion, I had gradually worked up to the point
where, with the majority of the people, I favored
immediate enfranchisement.nce.
